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Practice overview

Richard is a very experienced civil and family barrister who acts for clients in a wide range of
cases. He is approachable and efficient and works closely with clients to achieve the best
result in their case. He has dealt with everything from multi-million pound claims relating to
oil contracts to disputes about domestic building disputes.

Richard accepts instructions from solicitors, direct access clients and foreign lawyers. He
gives advice in conference (and is happy to meet with clients in person in Highgate or central
London or remotely), in writing, and represents clients in courts all over England and Wales.
Richard has experience of all levels of courts, from County Courts to the Court of Appeal
where he has appeared on numerous occasions. He is also able to represent clients in
mediation or arbitration cases. He can act on very short notice if necessary and quickly cuts
through a case to understand the core elements of the dispute. His advice is pragmatic and
commercially sound.

Professional negligence

Richard accepts instructions in professional negligence cases where he acts for both
claimants and defendants. He is particularly well suited to dealing with claims against legal
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professionals, but also acts in cases against all other professionals. He has experience of
acting in claims against vets, doctors, surveyors and accountants.

Richard also represents professionals before disciplinary tribunals and on appeals to the
courts from their own professional bodies.

Intellectual property

Richard regularly acts in IP disputes and has a specialism in cases relating to the music
industry. He has acted in cases relating to the name and brand image of various artists and
businesses and the rights to creative output.

Cases in which Richard has acted include

e A claim over the rights to use the name of a well-known 1970s ‘teeny bopper’ band;
e Adispute over a world famous rapper's back catalogue;
e A dispute between two high class restaurants over the right to use a geographical name

in association with their products.

Commercial litigation

Richard acts for businesses of all sizes in all types of litigation largely arising from breach of
contract and misrepresentation. He has experience ranging from advising and representing
SMEs to being instructed by a nationalised Yemeni oil company to pursue a multi million
pound claim arising out of demurrage. (Aden Refinery Company v Aden SA)

He is also able to advise on the terms of contracts at the point of entering into the contract.
He has drafted standard terms for a major pharmaceutical supplier as well as advising on
contracts and terms of business for a range of businesses.

Property litigation

Richard has a lot of experience in acting for clients in all types of property disputes, from
landlord and tenant disputes to cases regarding the ownership of land. He is also able to deal
with property disputes arising out of relationship breakdown and contentious probate cases.
He acts in cases regarding the beneficial ownership of land under the Trusts of Land and
Appointment of Trustees Act 1996.

He acted in the case of Amanda Williams v Kishan Parmar [2021] UKUT 244 (LC) and others in
relation to rent repayment orders and is familiar with the law in this area.

Richard is often instructed in relation to construction disputes on large and small
developments. Recent cases include a million pound claim arising out of the building of a
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luxury hotel in rural England and a claim relating to a restaurant development in Bethnal Green.

He also represents clients in relation to domestic building projects.

Family finances

Richard has a lot of experience in family finance disputes, primarily focusing on resolving
financial disputes between separating spouses and civil partners. He is also able to deal with

cases regarding maintenance for children.

Richard also has experience of cases relating to the ownership of property under the Trusts
of Land and Appointment of Trustees Act, which fits well with his civil property practice.

Richard is able to deal with claims under the Inheritance (Provision for Family and
Dependants) Act 1975 where he has experience of acting for both claimants and defendants,
and of dealing with multi party cases as well as those where there are overlapping TOLATA

claims or contentious probate proceedings.

Personal injury and clinical negligence

Richard has a personal injury practice specialising in M.E./CFS cases and in claims by disabled
people against their own permanent health insurers. He has also advised on cases where
death in service benefits were an issue.

LLB (Laws) Exeter University

MA Buckingham University

PhD Buckingham University

Qualified Californian Attorney

Qualified as a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators

Memberships

e Family Law Bar Association
e | ondon Common Law and Commercial Bar Association

Languages



e Conversational French and Spanish

Notable Cases

(1) Alan Williams Entertainments Limited (2) Alan Williams v (1) Mick Clarke (2) John
Richardson (3) Steve Innes Etherington [2022] EWHC 1798 (IPEC) - case relating to the rights
to use the name of a pop group.

F.B.T. Productions LLC v Let Them Eat Vinyl Distribution Limited [2021] EWHC 1316 (IPEC) -
High Court case relating to royalties in respect of music distribution and the interest to be
awarded.

Intermedia Productions Limited v Ashia Centur and others [2020] EWHC 473 (Ch) - family
dispute over the ownership of valuable development land on the North Circular road.

Gabriela Schwartz v (1) VGV (UK Limited) and others [2020] EWHC 3500 (Ch) - High Court
hearing regarding sanctions for contempt following a 4 day trial.

East Coast Main Line Company Limited v Mr J Cameron [2020] UKEAT 0212_19_3101 -
Employment Appeal Tribunal appeal against an Employment Tribunal decision of wrongful
dismissal. The Employment Tribunal decision was also reported Mr J Cameron v East Coast
Main Line Company Limited.

F.BT. Productions LLC v (1) Let Them Eat Vinyl Distribution Limited (2) Plastic Head Music
Distribution Limited [2019] EWHC 829 (IPEC) - High Court case relating to the ownership of
intellectual property rights in music.

Allison and Another v Horner [2014] EWCA Civ 117 - Court of Appeal hearing in a case where
limitation was disputed.

Dowling v Bennett Griffin [2014] EWCA Civ 1545 - Court of Appeal hearing in a claim of
professional negligence against solicitors.
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